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Institutional Alertness Defined

• Active attention to the consequences of 
institutions that were previously unknown 
or underappreciated.



Source:  Clark, G.  2007.  A Farewell to Alms: A Brief History of the World. Princeton
University Press 
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First Nations Water 
and Water Sharing
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Heirs Property Research:
Prevalence, Vulnerability and Wealth Effects
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Deaton 
(2005)

Deaton 
(2007)

Deaton et. 
al (2009)

Deaton 
(2012)

• Application to eastern 
Kentucky

• Theory: Land in heirs 
and Dead Capital

• Summary, Needs, 
Legal Change

• Wealth Concern & 
Vulnerability Concern



International Extensions of 
Inheritance Research
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“In Haiti…intestate law treats daughters and sons 
equally…[but] we find women are relatively less 
tenure secure on their inherited land than men.”



Policy Implications
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Source:  Clark, G.  2007.  A Farewell to Alms: A Brief History of the World. Princeton
University Press 
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Brady Deaton, Jr.

I look forward to engaging with you 
throughout the conference!
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